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8 Laurel Ardis 

11 Ellis Dunbar 
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29 Dan Walden 
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The deadline for the January “First Press” is December 21, 2009.  Please   
submit your articles and information to the church office by email:  

penihaug@bellsouth.net or by dropping off your copy at the church office.  Thanks! 

Time Sensitive Church News 
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William B. Wade, Jr. 
Pastor 

wbwade@bellsouth.net 
 

Louly F. Hay 
Parish Associate 
lfhay@charter.net 

 

Dan Walden 
Director of Youth and 
Childrenôs Ministry 

djwalden@mac.com 
 

Peni Haug 
Secretary-Treasurer 

penihaug@bellsouth.net 
 

Alan Bunn 
Choir Director 

abunn@jackson.k12. 
ga.us 

 

Alice Walker 
Organist 

aliceandkenwalker 
@charter.net 

 

Aubrey Evans and 
Maria Serrato 

Nursery 
 

Deana Graham 
Director 

Early Learning Center 
graham.deana@gmail.com 

 

Advent Preparation 
 

 The season of Advent is a time in which 
we seek to prepare ourselves for the won-
drous gift that is given to us in Jesus Christ.  
Each Tuesday over the next four weeks, from 
12:00 noon until 12:20 p.m., the sanctuary will 
be open for prayer and reflection.  Some mu-
sic will be played, some Scripture read, some 
brief prayers offered and some silence pro-
vided to help us to listen for the voice of God. 

  

Joy Gift Dinner 
Sunday, Dec. 6th @ 5:30 pm 

 

 

Itôs time once again to gather. break bread together, and 
enjoy a Christmas Musical production featuring our  
talented children.  This year our meal will be catered by 
Mr. Clarence.  Like our Mid-Week Feast, the cost will be 
$5 for adults and $3 for children.  Please bring a dessert 
to share.  And as always, BRING A FRIEND!!  

Christmas Eve Worship 
 

The Christmas Eve candlelight service will be at 7:00 p.m. 
on Thursday night, December 24.  It is a service of music, 
Scripture and short reflections on the Scriptures.  It has 
been a wonderful time to see families and old friends, and 
to focus on the true meaning of Christmas. 

Mid-Week Feasts  -  At our December 9th Mid-Week Feast, we will have a 

special guest.  Bill Harris, Lay Pastor from the Locust Grove  Presbyterian Church 
(New Church Development), will be joining us for dinner.  We warmly welcome him 
and wish he and the Locust Grove Church Family many blessings and much  
success. 
      There will be no Mid-Week Feast December 16th, 23rd or 30th.  Dinners will  
resume January 6, 2010. 
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Session Highlights 

November 2009 

 

Heard 2010 church budget from the Finance Team; 

Approved master maintenance contract for all HVAC at church  

      facilities; 

Thanked Jay Lanners and Barbara Johnson for their efforts and diligence 
in preparation of the 2010 budget as well as Judy and Dennis  Hooten for 
their leadership in the stewardship campaign. 
 

Bill Loeble, Clerk of Session 
 

The Session will meet on Sunday, December 13, 2009, immediately after the 
morning worship service.  The budget will be approved and new Session 
members will be examined.  Ordination and Installation of newly elected eld-
ers will take place during the worship service on Sunday, January 10. 

Christmas Party  

for Lunch Bunch  

(Also known as Saints) 

 

If when shopping, you are eligible for a 
senior discount, you are invited to this 
Christmas Party.  The guest list in-
cludes both males and females!  This 
annual festive get-together has been a 
tradition at FPC for many years.  A holi-
day meal will be provided and the 
ñChinese Gift Exchangeò will highlight 
our program.  (Remember to bring a 
$10 gift) 

Date:  Thursday, December 10th 

Time:  12 noon 

Place:  Fellowship Hall 

Please make your reservation by  
December 7th, through the church of-
fice. (So weôll provide enough food!)  
770-786-7321 or e-mail: 
penihaug@bellsouth.net. 
 

You may call Jean Elder if you have 
questions or comments. 

Presbytery Meeting 
 

Cy Wolverton and Warren Liem will represent our church at the meeting of 
the Presbytery of Greater Atlanta on Tuesday, December 1.  The meeting 
will take place at Northminster Presbyterian Church. 

2009 October 
Budget 

October 
Income/
Expense 

Budget  
Year-to-date 

Actual 
YTD  

Income/
Expense 

Pledge 35,275.17 33,995.60 352,751.70 338,946.2
8 

Non-Pledge 2,083.33 1009.46 20,833.30 30,021.47 

Other In-
come 

84.00 200.03 837. 14,085.29 

Expenses 37,566.35 33,047.34 375,663.50 359,828.4
1 

Net Totals (124.12) 2,157.75 (1,241.41) 23,224.63 

Invitations to Other Churches’ Events 
 

Covington First United Methodist Church 
invites your church family to come to our Live 
Nativity on December 10th from 6:30-8pm on 
the front lawn of our church, corner of Church 
Street and Conyers Street. There will be holi-
day music. The Nativity runs at the same 
time as Downtown Candlelight Shopping 
on Dec. 10th.   From our church family to 
yours, we wish you a Happy, Safe and 
Blessed Holiday Season.  
 

Rev. Dr. Doug Gilreath and Rev. Gail Thompson 
 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 
Gloria Deo presented by the Sanctuary 
Choir of First Baptist Church, Covington, 
Sunday, December 13, 6:00 p.m. All are cor-
dially invited to hear this program of Christ-
mas music at First Baptist Church on Floyd 
Street. 

Dear Church Family, 
 

    Thank you so much for your loving 
support of prayers, food, cards and 
phone calls at Billôs death.  It is so  
special to have your loving arms support 
me. 
    May God bless you all. 
  Frances Ivey and Family 

Church Pictorial Directories  
 

   The new church pictorial directories have been printed and are available 
to all who had portraits taken or who submitted photos.  Directories may 
be picked up in the Narthex on Sundays or in the church office during the 
week.  Several people worked on this directory, but we owe many thanks 
to Bill Blair who was the "technology guru" in bringing text and pictures 
together in such a creative way. 
   To view an online version of the directory, visit the church website at 
www.fpccov.org, click the Online Directory link, and use the password 
"petermarshall" (no quotation marks, all lowercase, no space between 
names) to access the directory. Now you have a "hardcopy" pictorial  
directory available to you and an online directory accessible from any 
computer!    
    The online directory is a secure website and information can only be 
edited by a church administrator.  New membersô pictures and information 
can be uploaded and changes to your address and other information can 
be edited if you will call the office with that information. 

First Presbyterian Church                    Page 7 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

1 
 
PW Circles 
  

4:00 Exercise 

2    
4:00 Adventure  
         Club 
6:00  Mid-Week  
           Feast 
6:30  Handbells 
6:45 Study  Group  

7:15 Choir 

3 
 
7:15  
Youth Prayer   
   Breakfast 
 

10:30  
  Ambassador   

4 
 
 
12:30-Finance 
          Team 

5 

 

6    Advent 2 
 
9:45 Sunday 

School 
11:00 Worship  
5:30 Joy Gift  
         Dinner 

7 

 

 

 

 

 

8 
 

4:00 Exercise 
 

9 
 

4:00 Adventure  
         Club 
6:00  Mid-Week  
           Feast 
6:30  Handbells 
6:45  Study    
         Group  
7:15 Choir 

10 
 
 
7:15  
Youth Prayer   
   Breakfast 
 

10:30  
  Ambassador   
  Choir 

11 
 
 

 
 

12 
 
8:00 Men’s 
Study Breakfast 

 
    
 

Advent 3 
 

9:45 Sunday 
School 

11:00  Worship  
Lessons & Carols 
Noon  Session  
            Meeting 
2:30 Youth  

       Connection 

14 
 

 

15 
 
 
4:00 Exercise 

16 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

17 
 
7:15  
Youth Prayer  
   Breakfast 
 

3:00 Coving-
ton Square 
Party 
 

18 

 

 

19 
 

20    Advent 4 

 
 

9:45 Sunday 
School 

11:00  Worship  
5:00 Carolling-PW 
6:00 Youth  
       Connection 
        Xmas Party 
 

21 
 

Newsletter  

Deadline 

22 
 
 
4:00 Exercise 
 
 

23 

 

 

 

24 
 
 
 
7:00 p.m. 
Christmas Eve 
Worship 

25 
 
 
Christmas Day 

26 

27 

 

9:45 Sunday 
School 

11:00 Worship 
   

28 
 
 
 

29 
 

 
4:00 Exercise 

30 31   
The Calendar of 

Events on our website is 

updated when new events 

are scheduled.  Check us 

out at www.fpccov.org 

http://om026620.onlineolanmills.com/home/
http://www.fpccov.org
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SERVING US IN NOVEMBER 

Nursery Schedule 
12/6: Gregory Family 

Lewis Family 
12/13:  Jessup Familly 

Ardis Family 
12/20:  Stephanie Scarborough 

Angie Houck 
12/27:  Digby-McCarthy Family 

Moss Family 

 

Ushers for December 
Jonathan and Lynn Miller, chair 

Eleanor Scarborough 

Stephanie Scarborough 

 

Sound 
Ken Walker 

 

 

Hosts 
12/6:  Stephanie Fortson 

      Donna Weesner 
12/13:  Terri & John McCarthy 

12/20:  Agnes Campbell 

12/27:  Lynn & Jonathan Miller 
 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH SESSION 
Class of 2009 
Doug Bolton 

Elizabeth Daniell 
Terri Digby 
Lane Dobbs 

Barbara Johnson 
Bill Loeble 

Cy Wolverton 

 

Class of 2010 
Stephanie Fortson 

Ruth McDaniel 
Jonathan Miller 
Pam Stillerman 
Gene Wallace 

 

Class of 2011 
Jean Blair 

Carol Dunbar 
Rick Gunter 
Jay Lanners 

Donna Weesner 
 

 

Newly Elected for 2010 
Class of 2012 
Bernice Bailey 
Rebecca Bates 
Mac Cranford 
Judy Hooten 

Prayer Group:  Everyone is invited to join the newly established Prayer Group which meets every Thursday from 

11:30 AM to 12:00 noon in the Bride's Parlor at First Presbyterian Church.  Call Grace Ottley at 770-369-4179 or Alice 
Walker at 770-787-6915 if you have any questions. 

Bread of Life  

 
First Presbyterian Church has begun a 
ñBread of Lifeò program to recognize our 
Sunday morning visitors.  A loaf of home-
made bread (sweet or otherwise) will be 
given to each visitor.  A number of church 
women have volunteered to bake these deli-
cious breads and will be called upon as 
breads are needed.  This is a wonderful way 
to let our visitors know we hold them in a 
special place in our church community. 
       Warren and Jeanie Liem 

 

Christmas Gifts  

By Reed Blakeney  

 
I have a friend who walks with me 
and measures all my days  
and seeks to aid and comfort me 
in countless loving ways 
 
I was no stranger to him 
when I arrived one early morn 
My paths were numbered by him 
the moment I was born 
 
I had the choice to detour 
to change my destination 
even when my choice was poor 
He offered me salvation 
 
I have a friend who walks with me 
whose gifts I canôt repay 
I see them all around me 
on every Christmas Day 

Dear Friends, 
 

Iôve seen a few of you at church on Sunday or around town, but I 
havenôt really had much of a chance to catch up with anyone about 
my life here at Oxford.  I absolutely love it.  My classes are chal-
lenging, but interesting, my room is great and I have an amazing 
group of friends.  As much as I love Oxford, itôs always nice to 
know that if I ever get homesick, or ever need comfort I can simply 
drive the 1.86 miles (yes, it really is 1.86) right down to First Pres-
byterian to get it.  It is such a privilege to have the amazing family 
that I do, and I want to thank everyone for the wonderful support 
and love I have been given.     Thank you,  
      Meghann Timmins  

A Caroling We Will Go   The Presbyterian Women will go caroling on 

Sunday, December 20.  We will meet at the church at 5 p.m., go caroling, and then re-
turn for hot chocolate.  Santa has promised to join the songsters.  This will be fun and 
spark our Christmas spirit. 
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News and Activities in the Life of the Church  

Menôs Breakfast 
 

The Menôs Breakfast Bible Study will gather at the 
Townhouse Café on Washington Street, on Saturday, 
December 12, at 8:00 a.m.  The study this month from 
Men Worth Knowing will be ñThe Man Moses.ò  Come 
and bring a friend. 

 

Retiring Elders  

 
 Please express your appreciation to  
 those rotating off the Session after  
 their last 3 years:  Doug Bolton, Terri  
 Digby, Barbara Johnson, Bill Loeble,   

           Cy Wolverton and our Youth Elders, 
Elizabeth Daniell and Lane Dobbs.  We are grate-
ful for their faith and commitment, their hard work 
and strong leadership of our church. 

The Merry Makers Christmas 
 

Angel Trees: There are 2 angel trees in the narthex.  
Each angel has a name and suggestions for a Christ-
mas gift or gifts and other helps to make the present 
appropriate for the individual.  The Angels on one tree 
were secured from the Salva-
tion Army and consist of chil-
dren and their parents.  The 
Cub Scouts of FPC will also 
provide these families with a 
gift card to be used at Kroger.  
The second tree has Angel 
names of residents of Coving-
ton Manor and Riverside Nurs-
ing Homes.  After selecting an 
Angel, please sign the clip-
board with your name and the name of the angel you 
selected.  Please bring the gift wrapped or bagged 
with the ñAngel tagò to the narthex and place it by the 
tree on or before Sunday, December 13, for Christmas 
delivery. 
 

Charitable Projects 
 
 

*    The Foster Hudson and Jack Chandler  
      Memorial Bike Fund (Doug Bolton) DFCS  
      provides a list of needy recipients.  Donations  
      accepted through 12/13, (for donations of cash or  
      new bicycles) to allow for purchase assembly and   
      delivery. 
*   Covington Square - Cookies and punch for    
      residents (Jean Elder and Presbyterian   
      Women) Thursday 12/17, 3:00 p.m., in the Martin  
      Fellowship Hall. 
*   Christmas stockings (Dan Walden & Youth 
      Connection) benefits less fortunate teen- 
      agers.  Donations  encouraged.  Mark  
      offerings ñChristmas Stockings.ò  Please have  
      your donations in by 12/13.  
*   Empty Stocking Toy Collection (Doug and   
      Sherri Bolton) for children 17 and under.   
      New unwrapped toys, clothing and other  
      age-appropriate items.  A collection box is in the  
      narthex.  Donations accepted through 12/13. 
*     Joy Gift Dinner (Joint effort Dan Walden 
      and Youth Connection; Congregational Life 
      & Care; Witness Team).  Congregation Joy- 
      fully celebrates the gifts of Christmas in the  
      fellowship hall on Sunday, 12/6 at 5:30 p.m..  
      Details on the Family Page in  this newsletter. 
*    Christmas Joy Gift Offering:   
       Assistance  for active and retired workers in  
       the Presbyterian denomination, 12/13.  

Ushers Needed 
 

Ushers are needed for 2010. Please drop the form in the 
offering plate if you are willing to serve for one month or, 
several times during the year- scheduled quarterly.  You 
may also call Stephanie Fortson, 770-786-0695, e-mail: 
stephaniefortson@aol.com or call Peni in the church office.  
 

Name(s) 
___________________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________ 
 
Month preferred:  1st choice  __________    
        

                  2nd choice __________ 
 

Several Sundays during 2010__________ 
 

Phone______________________________________ 
 

E-mail______________________________________ 
 
A monthly schedule is also listed in each monthôs 
newsletter. 

Young Adult Fellowship  

 
The Young Adults will meet Sunday, December 13, 
from 5-7 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  Whether you are 
single, married, married with children, you are invited 
to bring a dish to share.  If 
you have children, bring a 
sack supper for themða 
nursery will be provided.   
After supper weôll play games!   



ñJoy to the world, the Lord has come!  Let earth receive her King!!ò 

QUESTIONS?  Contact Dan Walden at (770)786-7321, or (404)405-3559, or djwalden@mac.com  

YOUTH CONNECTION 

òNutcrackeró 
Sunday, Dec. 13th  

@ 2:30 pm  
 

Weõll meet at the church and 

ride together for the 3:00 pm 

show to check out this holiday 

classic by the Covington Re-

gional Ballet featuring several 

dancers from our Youth Connection and congregation.  

The Arts Association in Newton County has gener-
ously offered us a $5 per ticket student rate for 
this popular event.  Weõll head to El Charro for din-
ner afterward, so bring cash for your ticket and for 

dinner.  Invite your friends to join us!  

Joy Gift Dinner 
Sunday, Dec. 6th @ 5:30 pm 

 
 

Weõll need lots of help get-

ting these cute kids 

dressed and ready to per-

form their Christmas Mu-

sical so any help you can 

offer is welcomed.  Please 

plan on arriving at the 

church no later than 4:30 

pm so that we can get the 

stage set and the kids 

ready. 

BRING A FRIEND!! 

Youth Christmas PARTY !!  
Sunday, Dec., 20th @ 6:00 pm  

 

Bring a wrapped gift costing no more 

than $5 for the gift swap and a snack to 

share.  Weõll party in the Youth Lounge 

this year. 

BRING A FRIEND!! 

Christmas in Covington  
Featuring the Oxford Singing Children & the  

Oxford Youth Singers  
Saturday, Dec., 5th @ 7:00 pm  

@ First United Methodist Church  
 

Your friends will be here - some singing and others listening - 

so you donõt want to miss this annual holiday event.  Ms. Buncie 

and the Arts Association have offered us $5 tickets for this 

event as well.  Call Dan @ (404)405-3559 if you need a ride. 

òIn these Watersó 
Montreat Youth Conference  

June 6th - June 12th, 2010  
 

Itõs that time again!  Time to reserve your spot at the youth event of the year.  All high school students - 

including May graduates and rising 9th graders - are eligible to attend.  Weõll have a full-house again this 

year so weõll accept reservations on a first-come, first-serve basis only.  Your reservation will be consid-

ered complete when you submit your name and a $50 non-refundable deposit to the church office.  

Please submit your deposit in the form of a check made payable to òFirst Presbyterian Churchó with 

òMontreat 2010ó in the òForó line.  If you plan to go with us, you will need to plan on participating fully in 

our òMontreat Bistroó fundraiser (date TBD) which will be preceded by two planning meetings.   

 

Cub Scout Pack 4511 wishes everyone a 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!  

Thanks for your continued support!!!  

First Presbyterian 

EARLY LEARNING CENTER 
Greetings from your Preschool!  We are making many 
memories as we continue our "trip around the world."  
This month we are highlighting the country of Ger-
many.  If you have any special memories, items or 
stories to share about Germany, please consider 
sharing with us.  The children love learning from new 
friends!   
 

As we move from the season that reminds us to be 
thankful into the season of Jesus' birth, please join us 
in helping those less fortunate than ourselves.  On 
the recommendation of the Food Pantry, the ELC 
classes are collecting the following: 

gloves and mittens  
 toilet paper  
soap   
spaghetti-os 

 

During this crazy time, I encourage you to take a few 
quiet moments and visit one particular part of our 
website.  Go to fpelc.shutterfly.com  and look down 
the right side of the home page.  You will find snap-
shots of students from the Pre-K Class.  As you click 
on each face, you will hear the child sing "This is the 
Day that the Lord has Made."  I guarantee that this 
will be a welcome break from the frantic pace of the 
outside world and may help us all to remember what is 
really important.     Love, Deana  

FAMILY CONNECTION 

Cub Scout News  
 

Cub Scout Pack 4511 has been very active the last couple of months.  In October we had two very successful 
camping trips, one to Bert Adams Scout Reservation and one to Fort Yargo State Park.  We had about 20 
Cubs and parents on each trip. For several of the families this was the first time camping.  In early November 
we took the kids to the Newton County Library and to the Porterdale Police station for our requirements of a 
“Go See It.”  
 

November 17th we had our monthly Pack Meeting and Thanksgiving dinner. There were 91 cubs, families 
and invited guests at this meeting.  The highlight of the night was the awarding of prizes to the Cubs that sold 
the highest amount of Popcorn during our annual sale. The Cubs with the highest amount got to throw pies in 
the faces of various leaders. Lori Ardis our Popcorn Kernal, Teresa Powell our Bear/ Assistant, Richard 
Tomlinson the Tiger Leader, and Rick Gunter, the Cubmaster.  Aulden Jones got to hit all four leaders because 
he sold over $1000. in Popcorn. The total of Popcorn Sales for the Pack was almost $5000.00, a 25% in-
crease over last year. 

NUTCRACKER 
Saturday, Dec. 12th @ 7:00 pm 
Sunday, Dec. 13th @ 3:00 pm 

 
This holiday classic  features the Covington Regional 
Ballet including a number of talented young people 

from our church in key roles.  Come out and show your 
support for these young artists and for the arts in our 

community!    
 

Christmas in Covington 
Friday, Dec. 4th @ 7:00 pm 

Saturday, Dec. 5th @ 7:00 pm 
 

Bring the whole family out hear our 
kids and their friends in the community 
as the Oxford Singing Children and the Oxford Youth 
Singers present a program of holiday favorites at the 
First United Methodist Church. For tickets Contact 

the Arts Association in Newton County at  
(770)786-8188.   

Joy Gift Dinner 
Sunday, Dec. 6th @ 5:30 pm 

 

Itôs time once again to gather, break bread together, and enjoy a Christmas Musical 
production featuring our talented children.  This year our meal will be catered by Mr. 

Clarence.  Like our Mid-Week Feast, the cost will be $5 for adults and $3 for chil-
dren.  Please bring a dessert to share.  And as always, BRING A FRIEND!!  


